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EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

This communication is an Examiner's reasons for allowance in response to 
application filed on 09/01/2000, assigned serial 09/654,417 and titled "Controller for 
Occupant Restraint System." 

The following is the Examinees statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter: 

The examiner carefully reviews the application in light of the prior art of record, 
and continues to search all the possible areas that are relevant to the present 
application, but none of references are deemed strong to make the application 
unpatentable. Thus, it is found that the application is now in condition for allowance. 

None of the references, either alone or combination, discloses or fairly suggests 
a system and method for controlling an occupant restraint system including at least a 
seat belt assembly and an airbag assembly comprising at least one modifier sensor that 
generates a modifier signal representadve of either a positive condition to enable an 
occupant restraint system or a negative condition to disable the occupant restraint 
system, said modifier signal disabling at least one of an airbag control or a seat belt 
control as soon as at least one negative condition is identified and not disabling said 
airbag control or said seat belt control if all predetermined conditions are positive 
conditions; and said occupant restraint system comprises a plurality of collision sensors 
including a severity sensor for generating a severity signal indicating collision 
characteristics occurring at the time of or just after collision and a pre-collision sensor 
for generating a pre-collision signal indicating vehicle characteristics occurring before 
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collision; and a processing unit for receiving multiple input signals comprised of said 
occupant presence, child seat, stat belt, occupant weight, occupant position, severity, 
and pre-collision signals and for generating multiple output signals including a multi- 
stage inflation control signal for controlling the profile of said airbag. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan C To whose telephone number is (703) 308-6273. 
The examiner can normally be reached on from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (703) 305-8233. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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